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to keep Texas National Guard troops 
at the border until the Department 
of Public Safety hires and trains 
additional workforce. Texas towns 
pulled together resources to feed, 
house, and educate the immigrants 
as they waited to be processed by 
national immigration.

In 2013, in response to the influx 
of immigrants, Texas quit accepting 
consular identification cards, one 
of the most common forms of 
identification, as a valid form of 
identification for birth certificates. The 
result was hundreds of children born 
in Texas to undocumented workers 
were not issued birth certificates, 
a violation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
which grants citizenship to anyone 
born on U.S. soil. When lawyers 

representing the undocumented families sued the Texas Department of State Health 
Services, Texas entered mediation with the families. After more than a year of refusing 
to issue birth certificates, Texas once again began issuing them in 2016. The state still 
does not accept consular identification cards as a form of ID, but it did expand its list 
of acceptable identification to include Mexican voter registration cards issued by mail, 
copies of utility bills, and other documents.66

The issue of immigration captures the state’s ongoing struggle with change and the 
two political parties’ attempts to balance the new versus the old. The political dynamic 
behind one side of the immigration debate was illustrated by former Republican 
congressman Dick Armey, for years one of the state’s leading conservatives, who 
complained that after years of Republicans courting Hispanic voters in Texas, his party 
was throwing away its future on the immigration issue. As Armey articulated the issue, 
“Who is the genius that said, ‘Now that we’ve identified that [the Hispanic community] 
is the fastest growing demographic in America, let’s do everything we can to make 
sure we offend them?’ Who is the genius that came up with that bright idea?”67 The 
state’s Republican Party continues to grapple with how it will reconcile immigration 
issues in the state. On the one hand, conservative elements within the party, who are 
more likely to vote in primary contests, favor stricter immigration laws. On the other 
hand, Hispanics remain the fastest-growing demographic in the state. Hispanics in 
Texas are also more likely to support the Republican Party than Hispanics in other 
parts of the country.68 The state’s recent legislative session, in which legislators largely 
ignored immigration policy rather than take a controversial stance, reflected these 
opposing forces and the pending identity problem of the Texas Republican Party. How 
Republicans address immigration in the near future will directly impact their future 
viability as the dominant party in the state.

Immigrants from Central America who crossed into Texas from Mexico await 
transportation to a U.S. Border Patrol processing center.
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